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Majorityofpassengers atNoida internation-
al airport will not have to take out elec-
tronic and liquid items from their hand

baggage during security checks as most security
lanes will have advanced CT X-ray machines,
Christoph Schnellmann, chief executive officer
(CEO),Noida InternationalAirport Limited (NIAL),
toldBusiness Standardon Friday.

“We will be able to offer the newest security
screen technologies (to check the hand baggage in
the security lanes). We have these CT X-ray
machines, which means that the passengers will
not have to remove their electronics items and liq-
uids,” he stated.

The technology that is present in most Indian
airports takes two X-rays —
one from the top and the
other from the side.
Therefore, the passen-
gers are asked to take
out their electronicand

liquid items in a separate tray. However, the CT X-
raymachines take a 3Dpicture, so that is not need-
ed. Schnellmannclarified thatnot all security lanes
will have the CTX-raymachines.

“Not all of them. But the majority of the pas-
sengerswill be able to benefit from this technology

and we will successively increase that, if needed,"
he added.

Among India’s network of airports, a clash has
already been foretold between a newbie in Jewar,
Noida, and the veteran in neighbouring Delhi.

On January 3, aviation consultancy firm Capa
India said competition between the two airports is
expected to be intense and could play out even
before the airport in Jewar begins operations this
year. “Currently, the value-added tax (VAT) on avi-
ation turbine fuel (ATF) for domestic services is 25
per cent at Delhi airport. It will only be 4 per cent
atNoidaairport.Thiswillhaveabearingoncapacity
allocation (byairlines) andexpansion,”Capa India’s
report stated.

ATF constitutes about 40per cent of an airline’s
costs in India.

Latest X-ray to ease passenger
check-in: Noida airport CEO

‘Additional 3,418hectaresto beacquiredin6mths’
DEEPAK PATEL
Hyderabad,19January

Theacquisitionofanadditional
3,418hectaresof landinthe
northernandsouthernpartsofthe
proposedNoidaInternational
Airport for its futureexpansionwill
becompletedinsixmonths,
ShailendraBhatia,UttarPradesh
government'sNodalOfficerat
NoidaInternationalAirport
Limited(NIAL),said onFriday.

TheZurichAirport-controlledNIAL
iscurrentlydevelopingtheNoida
InternationalAirportonthe1,334
hectaresthatwereleasedtoitby
theUPgovernmentin2021.The
1,334-hectare landwillbe
developedinfourphasesand
havetworunways.Theacquisition
cost forthis landwas~4,326crore.
Thefirstconstructionphaseis
expectedtobeoverbytheendof
thisyearandthefirstcommercial
flight isexpectedtooperatein

2024.“The1,365hectaresof
additional landisbeingacquired
onthenorthernside.Onthe
southernside,weareacquiring
2,053-hectare land,”Bhatia, told
BusinessStandardatWingsIndia
Summit2024.Theadditional land
willbeusedtodevelopotherthree
morerunwaysandhubsfor
aviation-relatedservices.

Hesaidtheacquisitionofthe
landinthenorthernareawillbe
completedsoon.

WEWILLBEABLETOOFFERTHENEWESTSECURITYSCREEN
TECHNOLOGIES(TOCHECKTHEHANDBAGGAGEINTHESECURITY
LANES).WEHAVETHESECOMPUTERTOMOGRAPHY(CT)X-RAY
MACHINES...THEMAJORITYOFTHEPASSENGERSWILLBEABLE
TOBENEFITFROMTHISTECHNOLOGY
CHRISTOPH SCHNELLMANN

Chief ExecutiveOfficer,Noida International Airport Limited

Zee shares fall
5%onreports
ofSonymerger
deal collapse
SharesofZeeEntertainment
Enterprises fell 5.1 per cent
on Friday following media
reports that the company’s
merger transaction with
Sony India was set to col-
lapse in the weekend. Zee’s
shares closed at ~235.5 a
share on Friday with amar-
ket valuation of ~22,620
crore. Themarket valuation
ofZeehasdroppedby30per
centor ~9,759crore since the
dealwas first announcedon
9 September, 2021.

However, in a late
evening statement to the
stock exchanges, Zee said it
is negotiating with Sony,
extensionof thedeadline for
completing themerger deal
“by a reasonable period of
time.”

Zee said it is committed
to themergerwithSonyand
continuing to work towards
a successful closure of the
transaction and is engaging
in good faith negotiations
withSony.BothSonyGroup
Corporation at Tokyo and
Zee did not comment on
Friday. DEV CHATTERJEE

Ather Energy
to launch
EV ‘Rizta’
Ather Energy, the
Bangalore-based electric
vehicle manufacturer, on
Friday announced the
upcoming launch of its new
family-oriented electric
scooter, ‘Rizta’.

Rizta embodies a new
direction forAther, catering
specifically to families’
needsasopposed to thepre-
vious focus on sporty and
youthfulmodels like the450
Series.

The announcement was
made by CEO Tarun Mehta
on X. Mehta emphasised,
unlike its sportier predeces-
sors, theRizta is expected to
be larger, more practical,
and packed with features
designed to prioritise com-
fort and safety.

ANJALI SINGH

Airlinesmayorder380planesbyMarch ’25:Capa
DEEPAK PATEL
Hyderabad, 19 January

Indiancarriers,whichcurrently
have an order book of 1,618
planes, could end up ordering
about 380 more aircraft by
March next year.

The additional aircraft will
cater to the high air traffic
demanddomestically and inter-
nationally, aviationconsultancy
firm Capa India said on Friday.

The new orders are going to
come fromAir India converting
someof its 370 options to a firm
order for every fewmonths, sup-

plemented by possible further
orders by other Indian carriers,
it said.

When Air India had placed
an order for 470 planes in
February last year with Airbus
andBoeing, theTata-runairline
hadanoption toorder 370more
aircraft.

“Indian airlines currently
have an order book of close to
1,620 aircraft (after Thursday's
Akasa air order, but excluding
Go First and SpiceJet orders).
This is expected to rise to about
2,000aircraft byMarch2025,” it
added.

The figure of 1,618 aircraft
does not include Go First
because of “uncertainty, it said.
Go First went insolvent in May
last year.

SpiceJet, which recently
raised money from more than
60 investors, has been facing
financial troubles for the last
several quarters.

Capa India said that in 2023,
Indian airlines ordered more
aircraft than those fromanyoth-
er country. “And, the total order
book for Western aircraft is
second only to the United
States,” he added.
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